Age at onset of geriatric depression and sensorineural hearing deficits.
Comorbidity of sensorineural hearing deficits and both depressive states and dementia in late life provided the rationale for this investigation. Cognitively intact geriatric major depressives (n = 43) were assessed for depressive symptoms, cognitive performance, and delusions while symptomatic, and following treatment, when audiometry was performed. Late-onset depressed patients (LOD) had more hearing deficits compared to early-onset depressives (EOD). Age at onset of depression was found to have a significant effect on Pure-Tone Thresholds for 0.5-4.0 kHz and on Word Recognition in Noise in the better ear (0.001 < p < 0.031; ANCOVA). Criteria for neural deficit were met more frequently in LODs compared to EODs, although this was attributable to the older age of LOD. Additional investigations can contribute to our understanding of the relationship between forms of hearing loss and both the course of geriatric depression and its relationship to dementia.